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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 
Welcome From Mayor Deegan
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NUSA Jacksonville Conference Coordinator

NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

Thomas B. Waters, City of Jacksonville Neighborhoods
Department, Director

NUSAJAX2025@coj.net 
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 
A Letter From Your NUSA President
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Board of Directors

Precious McKesson
President, 
3rd term, exp. 10/2027
Program Development, Co-Chair
Awards, Resource Development
Omaha, Nebraska

Dwight Pridgeon
Vice President, 
3rd term, exp. 10/2027
Resource Development, Chair
Program Development, Co-Chair
Public Affairs
Little Rock, Arkansas

Valorie Duvall
Secretary
1st term, exp. 10/2025
Awards, Public Affairs, Resource
Development
Lubbock, Texas

NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

Carrie Snyder
Assistant Secretary
1st term, exp. 10/2025
Membership, Awards, Public Affairs
Cuyahoga Falls, OH

Joyce Cox
Treasurer, Public Affairs, Chair
2nd term, exp. 10/2025
Program Development,
Resource Development
Memphis, Tennessee

Keno Wong
Parliamentarian
1st term, exp. 10/2025
Board Development, Public Affairs, 
By-Laws & Rules
Nassau, Bahamas

Reba Taylor-Hill
Sergeant At Arms
3rd term, exp. 10/2027
Awards, Membership, Resource
Development
Indianapolis, Indiana

Paul Gambill
By-Laws & Rules, Chair
1st term, exp. 10/2025
Board Development, 
Resource Development
Erie, Pennsylvania

Orlando Robinson, Jr.
Membership
3rd term, exp. 10/2026
Awards Program, Resource
Development 
Midfield, Alabama

Debbie Lightbourn
Board Development
1st term, exp. 10/2025
Awards Program, By-Laws &
Rules
Nassau, Bahamas
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Henry Nickel
Awards Program
2nd term, exp. 10/2025
Public Affairs, Program Development
San Bernardino, California

Board of Directors

NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

Charmaine Clark
Membership, Chair
3rd term, exp. 10/2026
Awards Program
Columbia, South Carolina

Dora Sims
Board Development, Chair
2nd term, exp. 10/2025
Board Development, By-Laws & Rules 
Birmingham, Alabama

Jeri Pryor
Administrative Assistant
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

Tony Olden, Sr.
Board Development, Chair
1st term, exp. 10/2025
By-Laws & Rules, Program Development
Memphis, Tennessee

Rene Aguilera
Membership
1st term, exp. 10/27
Public Affairs, Program Development
Roseville, California

Robert Mike
Membership
1st term, exp. 10/27
Resource Development, By-Laws & Rules
Syracuse, New York

Deanna O’Malley
Board Development 
1st term, exp. 10/27
Public Affairs, Program Development
Texarkana, Arkansas

Lindsey Pinkston
Awards Program, Chair
1st term, exp. 10/27
Board Development, Program Development
Issaquah, Washington
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Howard Hallman, Maryland/DC 

Judy Lafoon, Kansas City, Missouri
 

Lemuel Jackson, Dayton, Ohio
 

James Gilmore, Jacksonville, Florida 

Kitty Smith, Nashville, Tennessee 

Florence Bittner, Salt Lake City, Utah
 

Warren Moore, Nashville, Tennessee
 

Sherry Marshall, Cincinnati, Ohio
 

Bill Littlejohn, Dayton, Ohio
 

Karen Ledger, Springfield, Massachusetts
 

Anthony Capizzi, Dayton, Ohio
 

Milton Dohoney, Louisville, Kentucky
 

George Manning, Tallahassee, Florida

 
Elton Gatewood, Tacoma, Washington

W. L. Williams, Jr. Birmingham. Alabama

Sam Bowler, Henderson, Nevada

Judy Martinson, Dayton, Ohio

Elton Gatewood, Tacoma, Washington

Angie Rush, Ft. Worth, Texas

Andre Bernard, Little Rock, Arkansas

Tige Watts, Columbia, South Carolina

Jason Bergerson, Anchorage, Alaska

Monique Coleman, College Station, Texas

Catherine Huckabee, Ft. Worth, Texas

 Simone Peterson, St. Petersburg, Florida

 Precious McKesson, Omaha, Nebraska

NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

Past Neighborhoods USA (NUSA) Presidents

Note: The original steering committee of 1975/77 did not elect a president. The
Jacksonville Conference was a joint effort of the committee with Jim Gilmore of

Jacksonville, Florida, and the Conference Coordinator. 
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1976  Kansas City, MO

1977  Jacksonville, FL

1978  Portland, OR

1979  Witcha, KS
 
1980 Pittsburgh, PA

1981  Albuquerque, NM

1982  Birmingham, AL

1983 Cincinnati, OH

1984 Tacoma, WA

1985 Newark, NJ

1986 St Paul, MN

1987 San Antonio, TX

1988 Roanoke, VA

1989 Seattle, WA

1990 Ft. Worth, TX

1991 Memphis, TN

1992 Anchorage, AK

1993 Jackson, MS

1994 Pasadena, CA

1995 Birmingham, AL

1996 Little Rock, AR

1997 Albany, NY

1998 Portland, OR

1999 Madison, WI

2000 Phoenix, AZ

2001 Pittsburgh, PA

2002 Houston, TX

 

2003 Chattanooga, TN

2004 Hollywood, FL

2005 Sacramento, CA

2006 Kansas City, MO

2007 Baton Rouge, LA

2008 Hampton, VA

2009 Spokane, WA

2010 Little Rock, AR

2011 Anchorage, AK

2012 Indianapolis, IN 

2013 Minneapolis, MN
 
2014 Eugene, OR 
 
2015 Houston, TX
 
2016 Memphis, TN
 
2017 Omaha, NE 

2018 Birmingham, AL 
 
2019 Palm Springs, CA 

2020 No Conference
Due to COVID-19 
 
2021 Fort Worth, TX
(Virtual due to COVID-
19)
 
2022 Little Rock, AR 

2023 El Paso, TX
 
2024 Lubbock, TX 

2025 Jacksonville, FL

 

NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary NUSA Host Cities Over the Years
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

Who’s Who in America’s Neighborhoods (WWAN)  Award

WWAN – Judging Criteria 

Each Who's Who in America's Neighborhoods (WWAN) nominee will be evaluated by the
Neighborhoods, USA Board of Directors using the following criteria: the neighborhood
involvement of nominee, information on how the nominee has proven to be a leader in the
community and specific reasons why the nominee has earned the Who’s Who in America’s
Neighborhoods recognition.

The Who's Who in America's Neighborhoods award recognizes those individuals whose work
mirrors the mission of Neighborhoods, USA: to build and strengthen neighborhood associations;
to encourage neighborhood involvement in the decision-making process in local governments;
and to promote productive communications and collaborations between neighborhood
associations, local governments and the public/private sector. 
 

There are two (2) categories for the WWAN Award:

●  Governmental nominee - Includes elected officials, local or state government staff, and paid

●  Grassroots/Neighbor nominee - Includes non-paid neighborhood advocates and/or

WWAN - Finalists Government
●  Brush and Bulky Collection Team from the Sanitation Department of the City of Garland

●  Matthew Brawner, Fire Lieutenant, EMS1, Garland, TX
●  Cynthia S. Barber, Deputy City Manager, City of Tallahassee, FL
●  Wanda Cheeks Holmes, Spartanburg, SC

Grassroots
 ●Tommy Zapata, Garland, TX

neighborhood advocates and /or community leaders.

community leaders.

Garland, TX
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

2025 Awards Competition Finallists

Neighborhoods, USA (NUSA) is pleased to announce the finalists of our 2025 Awards Competition.

NUSA proudly presents awards in the following categories:
Neighborhood of the Year

Best Neighborhood Program
Neighborhood Newsletters

Who’s Who in America’s Neighborhoods

Neighborhood of The Year (NOTY) Award 

2025 celebrates the 50th year that NUSA will recognize the outstanding work of neighborhood
organizations across the United States for their work toward improving the quality of life in their
communities, including efforts to support neighbors during the COVID-19 pandemic and work to
improve equity and access throughout their neighborhood and city. If your organization
completed a neighborhood improvement project or activity in 2024, we invited you to enter the
2025 Neighborhood of the Year Award competition. 

Neighborhood of the Year (NOTY) Awards are given in three (3) categories:

1.  Physical Revitalization/Beautification (Single Neighborhood) Projects that focus on physical   
aspects of improving your neighborhood such as parks, lighting, litter control, traffic   
management, housing improvements, green spaces and business district enhancements.

2.Social Revitalization/Neighborliness (Single Neighborhood)Projects focusing on the social or
cultural aspects of a neighborhood like safety, youth and/or senior programs, and activities
that make neighbors feel connected and foster neighbors working together like an ice cream
social, holiday celebration, or festival.

3.Multi-Neighborhood Partnerships Projects produced in partnership by at least two
neighborhoods or community organizations addressing either physical or social concerns. 
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NOTY - Finalists

Physical Revitalization/Beautification (Single Neighborhood)

Bates-Hendricks Neighborhood Community Garden, Bates-Hendricks Neighborhood
Development, Indianapolis, IN

Eastcore Linear Park, 3Sixty, Holland, MI

Lake Como Cemetery Restoration and Preservation Master Plan, Lake Como Neighborhood
Association, Fort Worth, TX

Traditional (non-HOA) Neighborhood Grants, City of Peoria, Peoria, AR

Lacrosse Neighborhood Annual Events, Lacrosse Neighborhood, Renton, WA

Social Revitalization / Neighborliness (Single Neighborhood)

Estates Patriotic Celebration, Firewheel Estates Homeowners Association, Garland, TX

Historic Kenwood Community Care-Hurricane Relief Efforts 2024, Historic Kenwood
Neighborhood Association (HKNA) St. Petersburg, FL

Keeping History Alive Juneteenth Celebration, Rosehill Neighborhood Improvement
Association and The Scholars of Texarkana, Texarkana, TX

Multi-Neighborhood Partnerships
Neighborhood Leadership Network (NLN), The City of Waco Neighborhood Engagement
Department

NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 
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Best Neighborhood Program (BNP) Award
The Best Neighborhood Program (BNP) award program
recognizes the outstanding work of governmental entities,
businesses, or corporations in the United States who work to
improve the quality of life in their communities and
neighborhoods, including efforts to support neighbors during
the COVID-19 pandemic and increase equity and access
throughout their neighborhood and city.  

If your organization completed a neighborhood improvement project or activity in 2024 we
invite you to enter the Best Neighborhood Program Award competition and bring national
attention to the program that makes your community a better place to live.  

Last year's finalists included a matching grant program, a neighborhood involvement and
community engagement program and celebration, and a neighborhood leadership academy.  

There are two categories for the Best Neighborhood Program award:

1. Physical Revitalization/Beautification - Programs that focus on physical aspects of improving
your neighborhood such as parks, lighting, litter control, traffic management, housing
improvements, green spaces, and business district enhancements.

2. Physical Revitalization/Beautification - Programs that focus on physical aspects of improving
your neighborhood such as parks, lighting, litter control, traffic management, housing
improvements, green spaces, and business district enhancements.

3. Social Revitalization/Neighborliness - Programs focusing on the social or cultural aspects of a
neighborhood like safety, youth and/or senior programs, activities that make neighbors feel
connected and foster neighbors working together on programs like an ice cream social, holiday
celebration or festival.

Best Neighborhood Program Award 

NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 
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Best Neighborhood Program (BNP) Award - Finalists 

Physical Revitalization/Beautification

● The City of Waco Neighborhood Grant Program, The City of Waco Neighborhood Engagement  
             
● The Tool Depot, City of Round Rock, Texas

Social Revitalization/Neighborliness

● Neighborhood Leadership Academy, University of Missouri Extension, Republic, MO
● Books N' Cops, Pasadena, California Police Department
● Coffee and Conversation, City and Rotary Club of Fort Lauderdale, FL
● YES Intern Program, City of Monrovia, CA
● City of Monrovia, CA Neighborhood Treasures Program
● The City of Waco, TX Neighborhood Grant Program
● SGF Kickball, Springfield, MO
● Historic Kenwood Community Care-Hurricane Relief Efforts 2024, St. Petersburg, FL
● Peanut Butter Food Drive HOA Competition, The City of Anna, TX
● Neighborhood Appreciation Day, North Hills Neighborhood Pride Association, El Paso, TX
● City of Chandler's Pueblo Viejo Cesar Chavez Celebration: A Model for Community Engagement

● The Social Programs Neighborhood Signs, Old West End Neighborhood Association, Muncie, IN

NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

Department

and Revitalization, City of Chandler, Neighborhood Programs, Chandler, AZ
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Neighborhood Newsletter Competition (NNC) 

Community newsletters are an effective communication tool to share news about your city,
community, and neighborhood. A well-designed newsletter can spark interest in neighborhood
involvement, increase membership in neighborhood associations, and encourage volunteerism. 

The Neighborhood Newsletter Competition Awards 
excellence in community newsletters and given in two (2) categories/subcategories: 

● Print Format Newsletters
● Electronic Format Newsletters

NNC Finalists Print Format

● JWN News, Jefferson Westside Neighbors, Eugene Oregon
● ELDO News, El Dorado Park Estates Neighborhood Association, Long Beach, CA
● News from the Neighborhood, Belmont Heights Community Association, Long Beach, CA
● Historic Kenwood LIVE, Historic Kenwood Neighborhood Association, St. Petersburg, FL

NNC Electronic Format

● Engaged Neighbor Newsletter, University of Missouri Extension, Republic, MO
● Jefferson Westside Neighbors eNews, Jefferson Westside Neighbors, Eugene, OR
● The Knightly News, Camelot Neighborhood Association, Inc., Garland, TX
● Neighborhood Engagement Neighborhood Newsletter, City of Waco Neighborhood

● The Courtyards on the Hyatt Community Newsletter, Courtyards on the Hyatts Condo

● The Magnolia News, Magnolia Point Community Association, Green Cove Springs, FL

NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

Engagement Department, Waco, TX

Association, Powell, OH
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

2025 NUSA Board Nominees

DAVID BURTON - REPUBLIC, MISSOURI

Since creating the Engaged Neighbor program in 2019, David has become a thought leader
for the neighboring movement in Missouri and beyond. His popular Neighboring 101 class
has participants from 36 states. His Engaged Neighbor newsletter has over 6,000
subscribers nationwide. He is a sought after speaker on neighboring because his stories
come from real, practical experience in his own neighborhood. David is also a researcher
on topics related to neighboring with several University publications scheduled to be out
in 2025. In addition to the regular articles and blog posts(we-are-neighbors.blogspot.com)
he writes about neighboring.

David also writes about neighboring for two regional newspapers.

JOYCE COX - MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

Her deep sense of purpose has inspired her work with communities. Foundational lessons
taught by her mother are constant reminders, “She taught me to put Jesus first, others
second, and myself last. It is not all about you; it is about who you help and serve. Only
what you do for Christ will last.” 

This teaching has not only shaped her name but has profoundly influenced her approach
to community service and leadership. 

Her journey into public service began in the banking sector, where she managed
foreclosures for the retail credit division. In this role, she witnessed the harsh realities
that many families face while trying to find stable housing. However, a transition to the
city’s down payment assistance program unveiled a different opportunity and the chance
to help families fulfill their dreams of homeownership.

“When I joined the down payment assistance division, I saw people able to get housing
who otherwise wouldn’t have been able to afford it.”

This shift from managing foreclosures to facilitating homeownership marked a pivotal
change in her career trajectory. “By the time I left, we had helped over 13,000 families
secure housing,” she adds, highlighting the significant impact that a focused department
can have community empowerment.
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

2025 NUSA Board Nominees

ELTON GATEWOOD - FIRCREST, WASHINGTON

I have been an active member of NUSA since 1978 and have demonstrated my
commitment and dedication to the organization and membership by encouraging broader
representation, civic engagement and participations, national and international outreach,
inclusiveness and building stronger neighborhoods and communities, from the ground up
together.

As the longest standing member of NUSA, I have always attempted to be an asset to the
organization, and hope to continue to be an asset. I hope to offer a historical perspective
of the foundation upon which the organization was founded, share a historic perspective,
assist in strengthening the organization, and act as a mentor for future generations of
neighborhood activists and professionals.

DEBBIE LIGHTBOURN - NASSAU, BAHAMAS

Being from the Bahamas it's an honor to promote/network NUSA, with Caribbean and
USA NUSA Board Member 2022-2024 running for re-election. Active in NUSA Board and
Committee meetings with 100% attendance. 2024 Bahamas Distinguished Service Medal
Honoree by Governor General for National Service. 2023 Bahamas Red Cross Platinum
Awardee for Service Contributions. Promoted in 2024 as In Flight Service Manager for
Bahamas air - National Airlines of the Bahamas. President of the Jubilee Gardens
Neighborhood Watch for over 6 years with NUSA award. Board of Director Member -
Bahamas Public Park and Beach Authority. Disaster Manager and First Aid/ CPR Instructor
with Bahamas Red Cross. - First Aid/CPR/AED Skills at NUSA Workshops, to promote
Community First Aid/Saving Lives.

VALORIE DUVALL - LUBBOCK, TEXAS

I am eager to contribute to the NUSA Board of Directors, bringing a strong commitment to
community service and years of professional experience. With a background in community
development I have developed skills in leadership, strategic planning, and collaboration
which will be valuable in supporting NUSA’s mission. I am actively involved in the Lubbock
Community where I work to foster connections and create positive change. I am confident
that my diverse experience coupled with my enthusiasm for community engagement will
allow me to effectively serve on the Board and contribute to NUSA’s continued success.
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

2025 NUSA Board Nominees

KENO WONG - NASSAU, BAHAMAS
As a dedicated member of Neighborhoods USA from May of 2019 I am excited to seek
election to the Board of Directors. With my experience as Parliamentarian on the NUSA
Executive Board I have developed a deep understanding of Robert’s Rules of Order
ensuring efficient and productive meetings. 

My passion for community development and neighborhood involvement aligns perfectly
with NUSA’s mission to build and strengthen neighborhood associations.

I have consistently demonstrated my ability to foster collaboration and communication
among stakeholders, and I am confident that my skills and expertise make me an asset to
the board. I look forward to continuing my work with NUSA and contributing to the
growth and success of our organization.

DORA SIMS - BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA
My passion and membership began with NUSA in 1995 when the City of Birmingham
served as the Host city for the conference. I have attended all conferences except 5. I ran
for the Board (2019) in Palm Springs because I believe in NUSA's mission. In 2023, I led our
community to win 2nd Place in the Multi-Neighborhood Category. I have served on the
board as Chair, Board Development for the past 2 years to inform, educate and equip
board members to serve as effective leaders of NUSA. I am committed to uplifting and
amplifying NUSA's mission to serve its members and affiliates groups connecting our
neighborhoods and communities both national/international.

TONY OLDEN - MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

As a member of the NUSA Board of directors, I will continue to show strong commitment
and professionalism to our members and fellow board members. With my ability to
collaborate with stakeholders, community members, government officials. My skills and
experience will be a great asset to the NUSA Board.



Jacksonville, FL. NUSA Conference Committee

NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

Thomas B. Waters, City of Jacksonville Neighborhoods Department, Director
Schnell Chin-McCloud, Executive Administrative Assistant

Lisa Ransom, Neighborhood Services, Manager  
Rosemary Wesolowski, Neighborhood Services Coordinator
Michelle Godwin-Ware, Neighborhood Services Coordinator

Edwina Henry, Neighborhood Services Coordinator
Daniel Nasr, Finance, Manager  
Sandi Assidy, Finance Analyst

Jimmie Carter, Consumer Affairs, Manager 
Terrance Jones, Consumer Affairs, Investigator 

Travis Jeffrey, Housing and Community Development, Chief
Melissa M. Long, P.E., Environmental Quality, Chief

Thomas Register, Municipal Code Compliance, Chief
Randy Wishard, Mosquito Control, Chief

 

Thank you to each committee member for your incredible dedication, hard work,
and creativity in ensuring the vision came to fruition.

Alex Alston, City of Jacksonville Sports and Entertainment Department, Executive Director
Mercedes Parker, Executive Assistant

Jennifer Malice-Kelly, Finance
Daryl Joseph, City of Jacksonville Parks, Recreation, and Community Services Department, Director

Kara Tucker, Disabled Services, Chief  
Garrett Callis, Parks Community Programs, Manager, 

Michael Corrigan, Visit Jacksonville, President
Jeanne Goldschmidt, Convention Sales, Director

Courtney Gumbinger, Destination Experiences, Director
Bob Doering, Senior National Accounts, Manager

Katie Mitura, Marketing Officer, Chief
Jorie Allinson, Destination Experience, Manager 

Jim Pritchard, Prime Osborn Convention Center, Director
Whitney Mayze, Sales, Manager 

Olivia Abromeit, ASM Global, Event Coordinator
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Keynote Speakers NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

Mayor Donna Deegan, Mayor of Jacksonville Florida 

Booker T. Washington, Founder & CEO, Techie Homes, Inc. 

Jennifer Prophete, Director of The Hopeful Neighborhood Project

Jason Peoples, Executive Director of Jacksonville Arts & Music School 

The Hopeful Neighborhood Project is dedicated to helping everyday neighbors
pursue the common good, right where they live. Jennifer has spent 20 years
working in the fields of urban education, community development, and non-profit
leadership. As a native of rural Nebraska, she grew up with a strong sense of the
power of community. Her desire to live in community, no matter the neighborhood
context, has been a driving force in her life and work. 

Mayor Donna Deegan is the 45th mayor of the City of Jacksonville, Florida, and
the 9th mayor since the City’s consolidation in 1968. She is a fifth-generation
Jacksonville native who loves the city with all her heart. Mayor Deegan was an
award-winning local television news anchor who shared the stories of people
living in every corner of Jacksonville. A three-time breast cancer survivor, she
founded the DONNA Foundation and 26.2 with DONNA: The National Marathon to
Finish Breast Cancer to support families facing the disease and fund
groundbreaking research. As mayor, she is focused on infrastructure, public
health, and economic development to build a city that works for all of us.

Booker T. Washington, a visionary real estate developer and investor, boasts
exceptional leadership and creativity. With roots in Tuskegee, Alabama, and over
three decades in Atlanta, he draws inspiration from the Tuskegee Airmen's
legacy. Booker Founded historic South Park Cottages in 2021 and Techie Homes
Inc. in 2023. These companies, valued at $10 million in investments, are
renowned for their meticulous attention to detail and innovative construction
methods. Washington's corporate management background underscores his
profound understanding of the real estate industry, positioning him as a
trailblazer in metropolitan and urban development landscapes.

Jason Peoples is the Executive Director of the Jacksonville Arts & Music School.
With an impressive background as a decorated United States Army military veteran,
college graduate, artist, and former athlete, Mr. Peoples is the embodiment of a
Renaissance man. He is known for his ability to think creatively and analytically, to
think with, as he calls it, "B.I.G."—Bold Innovative Goals in mind.

19



NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary Conference at A Glance
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Tours number 7, 8, 9, and 10 will take place weather permitting.
Tour number 6 is wheelchair accessible.  



Conference Events NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

Jacksonville Jazz Festival Begins Friday Night
The Jacksonville Jazz Fest, a standout event since its
inception in 1981, is not just one of the largest free jazz fests
in the country, but also a unique celebration of music and
culture. This Memorial Day Weekend, from May 23rd-25th
2025, immerse yourself in the magic of jazz under the night
sky, with outstanding performers and a vibrant atmosphere.
Bring a lawn chair or blanket and be part of this spectacular
event.
 

Opening Breakfast and Best Neighborhood
Awards
Rise and dine with us. We’d like to welcome you to the
wonderful City of Jacksonville. 

Neighborhood Pride Tour - Habijax NUSA House Build
Come prepared to have a great time while making a
difference by assisting with a Habitat build. No prior
construction experience is needed, just a great attitude
and the ability to follow instructions. Safety is our number
one priority. Jewelry, loose-fitting clothing, and items that
could contribute to an accident are discouraged. Wear
sturdy, close-toed shoes. Dress according to the weather,
such as sunscreen and a hat.

A Jacksonville-Style Night of Fun at Friendship Fountain
Thursday, May 22, 2025, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., 1015 Museum
Circle, Jacksonville, Florida

As it is the final evening of the conference, we would be
delighted if you would join us along the south bank of the St.
Johns River for an entertaining night at Friendship Fountain.
Friends, new and old, will gather for outdoor festivities of
games, music, food trucks, and the spectacular views of
Jacksonville’s downtown riverfront. You do not want to miss
the fountain’s choreographed display of colored lights and
water set to music. We hope to see you there.
Weather Permitting

Wednesday Night - Grand Bahamas Night in Jacksonville
Come mix and mingle while experiencing the sounds and taste
of the Caribbean during Jacksonville’s mini Junkanoo
celebration.  21



Fun Things to do in Jacksonville - Pre & Post Conference

Tuesday-Sunday 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Monday CLOSED
1st & 3rd Wed 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Museum
Nights 

829 Riverside Avenue
Jacksonville, Florida 32204

Monday CLOSED Tuesday 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Wednesday-Saturday 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Sunday NOON - 4PM

NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

370 Zoo Parkway
Jacksonville, FL 32218

Daily Admission: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Last entry at 4:30 p.m.

Open daily excluding Thanksgiving and Christmas Day.

Friendship Fountain
1015 Museum Cir.,
Jacksonville, FL 32207
 
The fountain will be flowing from 8:00 am
to 10 pm daily

Light Showtimes are 7:00, 8:00 and 9:00
pm nightly.

1025 Museum Circle
Jacksonville, FL 32207

Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri., 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sunday 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Tuesday CLOSED

https://themosh.org/visit/

The Jacksonville Jazz Festival is back for 
Memorial Day Weekend in 
Downtown Jacksonville, Florida 
May 22 – 25, 2025
Scan the QR Code for details

22

https://goo.gl/maps/CnvyqWcuK9jQT7eeA
https://goo.gl/maps/CnvyqWcuK9jQT7eeA
https://www.jacksonvillezoo.org/plan-your-visit


HERE ARE OUR 19 EXPERIENCES YOU CAN’T LEAVE JACKSONVILLE WITHOUT TRYING:
1. Riding the St. Johns River Taxi and Tours - it’s not just for transportation, it’s the best and most affordable way
to book a tour to see Jacksonville from the water – and one of the prettiest ways too!

2. Visiting one of our museums. From the history of the beaches, to our city history, African-American history, to
ancient art, we have it all.

3. Following the Jax Ale Trail and have a beer at one of our hometown craft breweries.

4.Eating some Mayport Shrimp from one of our many local fish camps! They catch it off our coast in the historic
Mayport Village. Try it from Palms Fish Camp, Safe Harbor Seafood Market and Restaurant or Singleton's Seafood
Shack just to name a few.

5. Exploring Black Rock Beach or any one of our over 400 national, state and city
parks.

6. Eating a big breakfast – We love hometown favorites Maple Street Biscuit Company and Metro Diner, but there
are so many more AMAZING breakfast spots.

7. Enjoying the waves and learning to surf or paddleboard.

8. Watching the sunrise along our 22 miles of beaches. Boneyard Beach in Big Talbot Island is a must for the
perfect sunrise pic.

9. Touring our historic neighborhoods – Riverside, Avondale, San Marco, Springfield and Murray Hill.

10. Checking out the awesome public art scene – there are murals and sculptures everywhere you look in
Downtown Jax.

11. Visiting the iconic Friendship Fountain.

12. Getting your sweet on at Sweet Pete’s or Peterbrooke Chocolate.

13. Going for a sunset strolldown the RiverWalk in Downtown and spotting some dolphins and manatees.

14. Enjoying a cocktail at one of our rooftop bars overlooking the river or the ocean.

15. Visiting Congaree and Penn and taking a tour of the farm. Check their website for tour schedule.

16. Jacksonville and its surrounding areas boast world-class golf courses for every level of play in beautiful ocean-
side and riverfront settings.It's easy to golf here.

17. Catching a Sports Game - Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp, Jacksonville Icemen, Jacksonville Jaguars, Jacksonville
Axemen.

18. Visiting an Animal Attraction - The Jacksonville Zoo &Gardens andThe Catty Shack Ranch Wildlife Sanctuary.

19. Shopping local at Riverside Arts Market on Saturdays from10-3 p.m. or at one of themonthly Art Walksyou can
find throughout Jacksonville.
Your paragraph text

Visit Jacksonville RecommendationsNUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

Scan QR Code For Details  
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http://www.rivertaxiandtours.com/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/arts-culture/museums-history/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/jax-ale-trail/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/mayport-shrimp-trail/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/directory/palms-fish-camp-restaurant/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/directory/safe-harbor-seafood-market-and-restaurant-mayport/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/directory/safe-harbor-seafood-market-and-restaurant-mayport/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/directory/singletons-seafood-shack/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/directory/singletons-seafood-shack/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/beaches-water/black-rock-beach/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/outdoors/water-sports/surfing/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/outdoors/parks/talbot-islands/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/neighborhoods/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/arts-culture/art-travel-guide/public-art/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/directory/friendship-fountain/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/neighborhoods/downtown/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/blog/jacksonvilles-top-rooftop-bars/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/directory/congaree-and-penn/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/outdoors/golf/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/sports/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/sports/jacksonville-jumbo-shrimp/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/sports/jacksonville-icemen/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/sports/jacksonville-jaguars/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/sports/jacksonville-axemen/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/outdoors/animal-attractions/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/outdoors/animal-attractions/jacksonville-zoo-and-gardens/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/directory/catty-shack-ranch-wildlife-sanctuary/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/directory/riverside-arts-market-ram/
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In May, the city fully embraces spring, with generally pleasant weather conditions, clear skies, and longer
days.

 
Temperature
May's arrival brings a slight change in high temperatures, adjusting from 80.1°F (26.7°C) in April to a still
moderately hot 85.5°F (29.7°C). During the nights in May, Jacksonville experiences a consistent average
temperature of 68°F (20°C).

Humidity
The average relative humidity in May in Jacksonville is 70%.

Rainfall
In May, rain falls for 12.9 days, accumulating 2.09" (53mm) of precipitation. Throughout the year, there are
172.6 rainfall days, accumulating 25.35" (644mm) of precipitation.

Ocean temperature
Jacksonville, Florida’s average water temperature in May is 74.8°F (23.8°C).

Sunshine
In May, the average sunshine is 10.7h.

UV index
The months with the highest UV index are May through August, with an average maximum UV index of 7.
Updated: Aug 30, 2024 Published by: Weather Atlas

Jacksonville Weather in May NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary Workshop Tracks

Crime, Safety, Security & Re-entry in our Communities
In the City of Jacksonville, we understand that safety, security, and
reducing crime levels are essential to nurturing a safe living environment
for our residents. Workshops will focus on multiple initiatives, groups,
citizens, etc., enacted with the goal of fighting crime and/or maintaining
cities and youth safety.

A

B

C

D

E

Beautification, Neighborhood Revitalization & Preservation
Initiatives have been undertaken to beautify, revitalize & preserve
neighborhoods all over the United States. Thanks to these initiatives, we
are seeing many beautiful, clean, evolving and dynamic neighborhoods.
Workshops will focus on describing the beauty, revitalization & preservation
of one’s neighborhood(s), and highlight how these successes are
achievable.

Neighborhood Health & Lifestyles
Addressing neighborhoods essential needs regarding quality of life for all
neighbors. Highlighted topics will include accessibility for direct groups
including, but not limited to the workforce, veteran's services, mature,
accessibility, youth, and unhoused. Topics include food accessibility,
commerce, employment and housing needs.

Neighborhood Enhancement, Education & Technology
More communities use technology and data to keep their neighborhoods
informed and empowered. Workshops will include educational opportunities,
technology innovations, and connectivity empowerment.

Building & Developing Neighborhood Leadership & Skills for Success
Leading a neighborhood association requires skills in planning, advocacy,
facilitation, conflict resolution, event management and much more.
Workshops will focus on programs for leadership development, advocacy,
neighbor to neighbor based training, and ways that one can gain skills and
abilities to effectively lead.
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary Workshop Tracks

F

G

H

I

Highlighting Multicultural Communities, Celebrations & Creativity
Neighborhoods and communities often celebrate and empower others
while promoting culture, language, arts, and traditions. Workshops will
feature embracing multicultural celebrations and creative immersion
within neighborhoods. 

Neighborhood Environment, Sustainability & Resiliency
Neighborhoods throughout the world are impacted by unforeseen
environmental disasters, natural hazards, and environmental
development challenges every day. Workshops will focus on the
importance of preparedness, protection, and resiliency to potential
challenges.

Foundations of Homeownership
Affordable housing is the foundation of healthy communities. This track
will focus on the affordable homeownership journey, which is the key to
affordable living and unlocking affordable housing options. The dynamic
from vacant to vibrant communities can be accomplished through
affordable housing. Additionally, homelessness, emergency shelters,
outreach to individuals who are homeless, and options to prevent
homelessness will be covered. 

NUSA Workshops
Learn more information about the NUSA organization. Attend workshops
on running for the NUSA Board, connecting via social media, or becoming
an affiliate member.

J
Non-Profits/Local Government/Local Neighborhoods 
This workshop will focus on the best practices in the city of Jacksonville.
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Weather Permitting

Weather Permitting

Weather Permitting

Wheelchair Accessible

Weather Permitting
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NUSA Jax 2025 50  Anniversary Conference Photo’s may be
viewed and purchased by scanning  Head Shots Studio QR

Code below

th

NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

Head Shots Studio
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We would like to thank our generous sponsors and partners who have
contributed to this event. 

NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 
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We would like to thank our generous sponsors and partners who have
contributed to this event. 


